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Paragraph #1: Introduction Paragraph 
(Introduction Sentence) I have been to many beautiful countries in my life, but the one that 
stands out above them all is Colombia. (main point 1) Colombia has some of the most diverse 
flora and fauna in the world. (main point 2) In addition, the culture here is vast and colorful. 
(thesis statement) Colombia is one of the most unique countries in the world! 
 

/4 points 
 

Paragraph #2: MAIN POINT 1: This paragraph addresses the first point listed in the 

thesis statement.  
 
(Introduction to 1st main point) Colombia has some of the most diverse flora and fauna in the 
world. The only country that is more biodiverse than Colombia is Brazil –and Brazil is abou 20 
times bigger. (point 1) In Colombia, you can find over 130,000 plants. (support 1) For example, 
Colombia has some of the most unique plants that only exist in Colombia such as the Encenillo 
Tree, Flor de Mayo Orchid, and the palma de cera. (point 2) Not only is Colombia known for it’s 
vast plant life, but it also has over 10% of the world’s wildlife! (support 2) There are 45 species 
of mammals, 700 species of reptiles, more than 1800 bird species in Colombia, and hundreds of 
amphibians. What an amazing country! 
 

/5 points 
 
Paragraph #3: MAIN POINT 2: This paragraph addresses the second point listed in the 
thesis statement.  
 
(Introduction to 2nd main point) The culture in Colombia is vast and colorful. (POINT 1) 3.4% 

of the Colombia’s population is indigenous. (SUPPORT 1) The indigenous people consist of 87 

different tribes that have their own unique cultures that include their own language, customs, 
music, and cuisine. (POINT 2) In addition, Colombia has a rich heritage that stands out from it’s 
neighbors. (SUPPORT 2) Colombia has more musical genres than any other country in Latin 
America, which includes vallenato, and cumbia. Further, the food in Colombia is as vast as it’s 
music. This includes many rich soups such as ajiaco and sancocho, as well as many desserts 
that can only be found in Colombia. 
 

/5 points 
 
Paragraph #4: THE CONCLUSION Paragraph: The final paragraph summarizes the essay, 
often using wording similar to the introduction. 
 
(Introduction to the conclusion) As you can see, Colombia’s richness can get the attention of 
any foreigner looking for a unique experience. (POINT 1) Colombia is a nature lover’s paradise 
consisting of some of the most diverse flora and fauna in the world. (POINT 2) In addition to the 
stunning environment, the culture is almost as colorful with a history and passion that shadows 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_the_Americas


its neighbors. (CONCLUDING STATEMENT) To conclude, Colombia shines above the rest as 
one of the unique countries on our planet that will leave tourists wanting to return. 

/4 points 
Sources: 

 http://www.colombia.lv/en/colombia/flora-and-fauna/ 

 Indigenous peoples in Colombia." International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs.  

/2 points 
 

Total grade:   /20 points 
 

Example Copy of Four-Paragraph Essay 
without guidelines: 
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 I have been to many beautiful countries in my life, but the one that stands out above them all is 
Colombia. Colombia has some of the most diverse flora and fauna in the world. In addition, the 
culture here is vast and colorful. Colombia is one of the most unique countries in the world! 
 
Colombia has some of the most diverse flora and fauna in the world. The only country that is 
more biodiverse than Colombia is Brazil –and Brazil is about 20 times bigger.  In Colombia, you 
can find over 130,000 plants. For example, Colombia has some of the most unique plants that 
only exist in Colombia such as the Encenillo Tree, Flor de Mayo Orchid, and the palma de cera. 
Not only is Colombia known for its vast plant life, but it also has over 10% of the world’s wildlife! 
There are 45 species of mammals, 700 species of reptiles, more than 1800 bird species in 
Colombia, and hundreds of amphibians. What an amazing country! 

 
The culture in Colombia is vast and colorful. 3.4% of the Colombia’s population is indigenous. The 

indigenous people consist of 87 different tribes that have their own unique cultures that include 
their own language, customs, music, and cuisine. In addition, Colombia has a rich heritage that 
stands out from its neighbors. Colombia has more musical genres than any other country in 
Latin America, which includes vallenato, and cumbia. Further, the food in Colombia is as vast as 
its music. This includes many rich soups such as ajiaco and sancocho, as well as many 
desserts that can only be found in Colombia. 
 
As you can see, Colombia’s richness can get the attention of any foreigner looking for a unique 
experience. Colombia is a nature lover’s paradise consisting of some of the most diverse flora 
and fauna in the world. In addition to the stunning environment, the culture is almost as colorful 
with a history and passion that shadows its neighbors. To conclude, Colombia shines above the 
rest as one of the unique countries on our planet that will leave tourists wanting to return. 
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Sources: 

 http://www.colombia.lv/en/colombia/flora-and-fauna/ 

 Indigenous peoples in Colombia." International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs.  
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